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with brutal frankness; he gives the price of every imaginable commodity 
and service, from peaches (five a penny) to an accouchement ($12.50). 
The book must be used with caution, however; Moreau's credulousness 
being shown by such statements as " Les chiens des Etats unis sont 
sujets aux maladies syphillitiques " (p. 353). 

Moreau's shop was a meeting-place for the emigres in Philadelphia, 
and his Voyage is a valuable source for their life in America. It has 
already been drawn upon by French writers for this purpose. There 
are some interesting side-lights on Talleyrand, with whom Moreau was 
on terms of close intimacy, and a number of unpublished letters from 
him after his return to France. Moreau himself returned to France 
shortly after the passage of the Alien Act, and the book ends with an 
amusing account of place-hunting in Paris. 

Since there are no acknowledged canons in this country for editing 
texts, any criticism of the rules Professor Mims has adopted would be 
beside the mark. Suffice it to say, that he has followed his own standards 
consistently. He has added an excellent biographical sketch of Moreau, 
but his notes and index are meagre. However, he has amply fulfilled 
his " primary aim " of making this interesting manuscript " available as 
a historical document" (p. vi). 

S. E. Morison. 

American State Trials: a Collection of the Important and Interesting 
Criminal Trials which have taken place in the United States, from 
the Beginning of our Government to the Present Day. By John 
D. Lawson, LL.D. Volume I. (St. Louis : F. H. Thomas Law 
Book Company. 1914. Pp. xxxvi, 857.) 

The series of which this book is the beginning will be welcomed by 
all scholars. There are few writings more interesting than the reports 
of testimony and speeches at trials. There are none of more value to 
students of history, not only the history of politics, but constitutional 
history, the history of manners, and even the history of language. In 
the United States more than elsewhere are they needed; for many trials 
in the state courts, especially in cases of impeachment and those arising 
from the claims of powers by executives and by separate legislative 
houses, contain precedents of great value for national crises that may 
hereafter arise. There are none more hard to find. Originally pub- 
lished in pamphlets and newspapers, most copies of them are soon de- 
stroyed. Few libraries, public or private, contain collections, and no 
bookseller in the world, so far as careful inquiry can ascertain, makes a 
specialty of dealing in them. 

The chief merit of the book sent us for review is that the testimony 
and arguments are printed in full, without that condensation or rhe- 
torical embellishment which we ordinarily find in such reports. The 
editor is well qualified for his task. The long list of appointments to 
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positions of more or less importance that he has held was a superfluous 
addition to his preface. He is well known to the profession as the 
author of at least two valuable treatises upon subjects previously 
neglected and as the successor to Judge Thompson in the editorship of 
the American Law Review. His additions to the text are useful and 
upon the whole well executed. Although some of the platitudes in the 
introductions might have been spared the reader, the bibliographical and 
biographical notes show study and are useful. This is especially the 
case with the trial of Levi Weeks, where he collects a number of maga- 
zine articles, with which most readers — even most students — are not 
familiar, about the anecdote, with the hero sometimes Burr and at others 
Hamilton, of a case where both were counsel and one of them is said 
to have cleared the accused by placing a candle before the face of a 
leading witness for the prosecution and charging him with the murder. 
That the truth of the story is exploded does not seem to us, as it does to 
Mr. Lawson, to be demonstrated by the stenographer's report of what 
occurred. Although this shows that no such express denunciation was 
made, at least loud enough to be reported, it does appear that a candle 
was placed by the face of this witness and another asked if he could 
identify the former as connected with a suspicious circumstance, which 
it was sought to prove against the prisoner at the bar. The denuncia- 
tion may have been made by gesture or by the tone of the voice. The 
report shows that there was some substantial foundation for the story. 

It would greatly add to the value of the series if, in subsequent 
volumes at least, the editor should append a few collections of sub- 
sequent authorities upon points of law concerning which he reports the 
rulings. Head-notes stating the rulings on questions of law, such as 
are in the second English series of State Trials, might, perhaps, also be 
of some aid. 

He has republished a number of Chandler's Criminal Trials and it is 
to be hoped that the remaining volumes will include the rest. But no 
reference is made to the interesting volume of Professor Wharton, 
entitled American State Trials, during the Administrations of Wash- 
ington and Adams, which will probably outlive all the other writings of 
that learned and genial scholar and which is not likely to be equalled, for 
he had, besides the advantages due to his own intellectuality, the posses- 
sion of many traditions not previously recorded concerning the bar of 
the Supreme Court of the United States at a time when the phrase 
" sharper than a Philadelphia lawyer " first originated, and he used them 
in a manner that has always been a delight to his readers. 

The chief defect in the present work is that its contents appear to 
have been selected rather for the publisher's prospectus to show to what 
different classes the series will appeal, than for the convenience of the 
readers or to suit the taste of the author, who, undoubtedly, would have 
preferred more symmetry and logic in the arrangement. The trials are 
not inserted chronologically, as is the case in all the series of the English 
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State Trials and in Chandler's and Dr. Wharton's books. The first is 
that of Levi Weeks, in 1800, for murder, the last that of Paterick 
Blake, in 1816, for another murder. Between them are scattered with- 
out system those of different dates, varying from the trial of the 
Quakers, in 1659, for returning to Massachusetts after their banish- 
ment, to that of Vallandigham before a military commission, in 1863, for 
treason. They are not classified according to subjects. They range 
from cases of murder, with which the book begins and ends, and which 
are distributed among the intervening pages, to one upon the charge of 
opening and publishing a letter, and include assault and battery, libel, 
enticement to prostitution, witchcraft, embezzlement, piracy, arson, con- 
tempt, and sedition. 

It would have been far better if the editor had imitated Howell and 
published the cases in chronological order, beginning with the collections 
of his predecessors, supplemented by his own notes, and trials omitted 
by them which he considered worthy of addition. 

Roger Foster. 

Trans-Atlantic Historical Solidarity. Lectures delivered before the 
University of Oxford in Easter and Trinity Terms, 1913. By 
Charles Francis Adams. (Oxford: The Clarendon Press. 
1913. Pp. 184.) 

The title of this volume will prove a stumbling-block to cataloguers 
and card-indexers, and even the table of contents will afford but scant 
comfort to the uninitiated. The preface, however, explains the title. 
The author there records the substance of an interesting conversation 
between himself and Mr. Bryce, in the course of which the latter raised 
the question as to the enduring historical importance of the American 
Civil War. Mr. Bryce, it should be noted, has since disclaimed the 
emphasis which Mr. Adams has given to certain views advanced in that 
conversation, and Mr. Adams will in some future publication give 
prominence to the disclaimer. 

Addressed to an English audience, these lectures were designed to 
emphasize those issues of the Civil War which the writer deems of 
first-class historical significance on both sides of the Atlantic. Of these 
he holds there were three: first, the issue of American nationality; 
secondly, that of slavery ; and thirdly, that of democracy. 

In the first lecture Mr. Adams maintains that the Constitution of the 
United States was a modus Vivendi, that it was "both theoretically and 
avowedly based on a metaphysical abstraction — the idea of a divided 
sovereignty — in utter disregard of the fact that, when a final issue is 
presented — when, so to speak, the push-of-pike comes — sovereignty does 
not admit of division ". The question of sovereignty is really a question 
of ultimate allegiance, and allegiance is in turn a question of citizen- 
ship. The right to determine citizenship, Mr. Adams asserts, was left 



